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Port operator:  

WFG Infrastruktur GmbH 
Berliner Str. 2 
24768 Rendsburg 
Germany 
 
Preliminary remarks:: 
These port regulations apply to the Rendsburg district port. This is 
situated between kilometre 61.710 and kilometre 65.524 on the north 
side of the Kiel Canal. 
The port authority is the District Administrator of the Rendsburg-
Eckernförde district. The port master acts on their behalf.  
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OVERVIEW 
 

I. Conduct within the port 
§ 1 Basic rules of conduct within the port 
§ 2 Responsibility of the person in charge of the vehicle 
§ 3 Use of the Port and Port Facilities 
§ 4 Restrictions on port use 
§ 5 Permission to enter and leave the port 
§ 6 Notification requirement 
§ 7 Duty to report, removal of obstacles 
§ 8 Port Cleanliness and Environmental Protection 
§ 9 General Safety Regulations 
 

II. Traffic 

III. Access to the ISPS area 

IV. Specific provisions of the ISPS Code   
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I. CONDUCT WITHIN THE PORT 
 

§ 1 Basic rules of conduct within the port 

Within the scope of this regulation, everyone must behave in such 
a way as to ensure safety in the port and the safe operation of the 
port and its facilities, the safety and smooth flow of traffic, the 
safety of vehicle operations, and environmental protection, and to 
ensure that no other person is harmed, endangered or hindered or 
inconvenienced more than is unavoidable under the circum-
stances. The person in charge of the vehicle is responsible for the 
proper conduct of all persons on board the vehicle within the 
meaning of the first sentence. 

 

§ 2 Responsibility of the person in charge of the vehicle 

 The person in charge of a land or water vehicle or their 
representative, as well as persons under whose care land or water 
vehicles are placed, are responsible for ensuring that the 
provisions of this Regulation are complied with within their area of 
responsibility. 

 

§ 3 Use of the Port and Port Facilities 

(1) Any person may use the port area and port facilities within the 
scope of their designated purpose, in accordance with the 
provisions of this Regulation and the law governing port charges, 
provided that this does not conflict with the equal rights of others 
or with special rights of use. 
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(2) Die The port authority is authorised to regulate details of the use 
of the port area and port facilities, which are determined by 
specific local and legal circumstances, by means of general 
regulations (port usage regulations). 
 

§ 4 Restrictions on port use 

The port authority may, in order to avert dangers to public safety, 
shipping, port operations and to protect the environment, 
temporarily restrict, limit in time or refuse the presence of persons 
and of land or watercraft or the use of port facilities and installa-
tions. In doing so, it shall, as far as possible, act in consultation 
with the operator of the port or the transhipment facility. 
 

§ 5 Permission to enter and leave the port 

(1) Vessels requiring special permission from the port authority to 
enter the port are those which 

1.     are in danger of sinking, are on fire, or where there is a 
suspicion of fire or it is not certain that a fire has been 
completely extinguished, 

2.     may, due to their design or dimensions, endanger or obstruct 
port operations or port facilities, 

3. are intended for scrapping, 
4.     are subject to special measures under the Act on the 

International Health Regulations of 25 July 1969 (BGBI. 1971 
II p. 865), as last amended by the Order of 25 November 
2003 (BGBI. I p. 2304), and the Ordinance on the 
Implementation of the International Health Regulations of 25 
July 1969 in Ports and on the Kiel Canal of 11 November 
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1971 (BGBI. I p. 1811), last amended by the Act of 24 June 
1994 (Federal Law Gazette I, p. 1416), as amended. 

5.    are powered by nuclear energy or carry nuclear weapons on 
board, 

6.     carry leaking containers containing environmentally 
hazardous substances or intend to bring recovered 
munitions of war or mines into the port, or 

7.    are used as former merchant ships, fishing vessels, 
government vessels or other floating craft or vessels, or 
naval vessels without a certificate of seaworthiness issued 
by a recognised expert.  

 
(2) If, after entering the port, a vessel sustains damage that poses a 

threat to public safety, or if any of the circumstances referred to in 
paragraph 1 arise whilst the vessel is in port, the master of the 
vessel must immediately notify the port authority, the police, or 
the operator of the port or the cargo handling facility. 

 
(3) Die The port authority may order the vessel to leave the port if any 

of the conditions set out in paragraph 1 apply. 
 

Vessels which, through the acts or omissions of their master or 
crew, or as a result of the defective nature of their cargo, have 
caused damage to port facilities or pollution of the port area, or 
against which there is sufficient suspicion in this regard, may only 
leave the port with the permission of the port authority. 
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§ 6 Notification requirement 

(1) The ship’s master or their authorised representative must notify 
the port authority at least 24 hours before the vessel’s arrival, and 
no later than upon departure from the last port, of the following:  
1.  the estimated time of arrival and duration of stay, 
2.     the draught on arrival and the estimated draught on 

departure, 
3.     the maximum length and breadth of the vessel, 
4.     type of propulsion and special manoeuvring equipment, 
5. characteristics of the vessel which may require special 

measures for entry or mooring, 
6.     cargo handling operations, type and quantity of cargo to be 

loaded or unloaded.  
 
The information must be corrected prior to the vessel’s arrival if  
there are any discrepancies from the initial notification. The 
vessel’s management or its authorised representatives must 
deregister the vessel in good time before leaving the port. The 
port authority may, in the case of vessels operating according to a 
timetable agreed with it, adopt different regulations for vessel 
notification or dispense with them entirely. 
 

(2) Immediately upon the vessel’s arrival, the ship’s master or the 
body appointed by him must notify the port authority of the 
consignee, the tonnage of the vessel, the quantity and nature of 
the cargo and, where applicable, the number of passengers. The 
person authorised to make the report must be in a position to 
provide sufficient information and to make the necessary 
declarations. The port authority shall determine the form of the 
report. It may exempt individual vessels from the reporting 
obligation if the transmission of the relevant data is ensured by 
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other means. The port authority may extend, restrict or waive the 
reporting obligation. 
 

(3) The reporting obligation does not apply to vessels registered in 
Germany 
1.    public service vessels performing official duties, 
2.    rescue, firefighting and pilot vessels, 
3.    fishing and recreational vessels, and 
4.    tugboats which, without occupying a berth, merely bring ships 

in or out or which regularly manoeuvre vessels in the port in 
question. 
 

§ 7 Duty to report, removal of obstacles 

(1) In the event of significant disruption to port operations, fire within 
the port area or on vessels, or any danger to human life or health, 
to significant property, or to the environment, every port user must 
immediately notify the port authority or the police. In 
emergencies, vessels may call for assistance by sounding a 
continuous audible signal. 

 
(2) Objects that have fallen into the water must be removed 

immediately by the person responsible. If this is not possible, 
those responsible must ensure that other users are warned and 
must notify the port authority or the police immediately. 

(3) Damage to port facilities must be reported immediately to the port 
authority or the police by the person responsible for causing the 
damage. 
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§ 8 Port Cleanliness and Environmental Protection 

(1) Pollution of the port is prohibited. Cargo residues and waste must 
not be discharged into the port waters. In all other respects, 
national and international waste disposal regulations apply. 
 

(2) Noise, dust and exhaust emissions within the port must be kept to 
a minimum. Where required for safety reasons, the port authority 
may, in consultation with the authority responsible for immission 
control, order the restriction of shipping and/or cargo handling 
operations in the event of unreasonable noise, dust or exhaust 
emissions, or, where such restrictions are not feasible for vehicles 
and mobile equipment, order them to leave the port or cease 
cargo handling . The provisions of the Federal Immission Control 
Act applicable to stationary installations and vehicles other than 
watercraft, together with the implementing regulations issued 
thereunder, remain unaffected. 

 
 

§ 9 General Safety Regulations 
 

(1) It is prohibited 
1.     to enter or drive into the port area without authorisation, 

other than via the public access points, 
2.     to use surfboards or jet skis on the water, 
3. to solder, weld, smoke or otherwise handle open flames or 

spark-producing equipment in the vicinity of flammable or 
explosive substances or containers in which such 
substances are transported, stored or handled, 
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4.   to deposit solid materials of any kind, in particular loading 
residues and solid waste, in areas not designated as 
collection points, 

5.     to bring waste, as defined by the Closed-Loop Economy and 
Waste Management Act, into the port area without 
authorisation or to store such waste in the port area without 
authorisation, 

6. to enter loading facilities, railway tracks or watercraft without 
authorisation, 

7.     to drive through transhipment areas without authorisation, or 
to remain within the working area of cranes, industrial trucks, 
terminal tractors and similar equipment, 

8. Using or operating the port’s facilities without authorisation, 
9.     Removing fire-fighting or rescue equipment without 

authorisation or using it improperly, 
10.    Walking onto the ice covering the port waters, 
11. to obstruct facilities intended for mooring watercraft, as well 

as their access points, or otherwise hinder their use, 
12.    to park vehicles or deposit or store other objects on the 

traffic areas of the port area without authorisation, 
13.    to navigate water areas immediately in front of and within 

the access routes to the transhipment facilities with vehicles 
of any kind without authorisation. 

 
(2) A permit from the port authority is required for anyone intending 

to 
1. organise ship launches, races, parades, fireworks displays or 

other events, 
2.     erect lighting signals, conspicuous boards, signs or 

advertising installations of any kind, insofar as this may 
interfere with port operations, 
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3. carry out salvage or diving operations, or undertake 
scrapping or repair work likely to compromise safety in the 
port, 

4.    erect traffic signs, directional signs, quay lighting or 
information signs for port use, and 

5.     fumigate or gas-treat watercraft, cargo or warehouses. 
Furthermore, this is only permitted by officially recognised 
pest control operators.  

 
(3) The port authority may impose local and temporal restrictions on 

the setting of fishing gear and the pursuit of fishing. 
 
 

II. TRAFFIC 
 
§ 1  The regulations for the Kiel Canal shall apply in accordance with 

the guidelines of the Kiel-Holtenau Waterways and Shipping 
Authority. 

 
 

III. ACCESS TO THE ISPS AREA 
 

Access to the ISPS area is permitted only for persons employed in 
the port. Visitors, suppliers, service staff and shipping company 
employees must register at the Port Authority or be registered by 
their clients. 
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IV. SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF THE ISPS  
CODE 
 

§ 1  The port is authorised only for cargo ships that are to be 
processed within the designated and certified ISPS area. 

 
§2      Vessels not subject to the ISPS Code (e.g. small passenger 

vessels used for excursion services) may be handled outside the 
ISPS facility in accordance with the harbour master’s instructions. 
 

 
 
27 August 2008 
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